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discovery has a commercial future, that is an accident by which
we must not profit. And radium is going to be of use in treating
disease. . . . It seems to me impossible to take advantage of
that."
She made no attempt to convince her husband; she guessed
that he had spoken of the patent only out of scruple. The
words she pronounced with complete assurance expressed the
feelings of both of them, their infallible conception of the
scientist's r61e.
' In the silence Pierre repeated, like an echo, Marie's phrase:
"No. It would be contrary to the scientific spirit."
He was appeased. He added, as if settling a question of no
importance:
"I shall write to-night, then, to the American engineers, and
give them the information they ask for."
In agreement with me [Marie was to write twenty years
later] Pierre Curie decided to take no material profit from
our discovery: in consequence we took out no patent and we
have published the results of our research without reserve,
as well as the processes of preparation of radium. Moreover,
we gave interested persons all the information they requested.
This was a great benefit to the radium industry, which was
enabled to develop in full liberty, first in France and then
abroad, furnishing to scientists and doctors the products
they needed. As a matter of fact, this industry is still using
to-day, almost without modification, the processes which we
pointed out.
The "Buffalo Society of Natural Science" has offered me,
as a souvenir, a publication on the development of the radium
industry in the United States, accompanied by photographic
reproductions of the letters in which Pierre Curie replied most
fully to the questions asked by the American engineers [1902
and 1903].
A quarter of an hour after this little Sunday-morning
talk, Pierre and Marie passed the Gentilly gate on their